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Should Every Medical College have a Dedicated Vaccination Clinic?

Annarao Kulkarni', Narayana Holla’

'Professor and Head, Community Medicine Department, East Point College of Medical Sciences and Research Centre,

Bangalore (National President Elect IAPSM)

*Professor Emeritus, Community Medicine Department, KVG Medical College and Hospital, Sullia, Dakshinakannada

Correspondence : Dr Annarao Kulkarni, Email: shrikulk55@yahoo.co.in

Vaccination has been proven to be one of the most
effective health interventions available worldwide to
prevent morbidity and mortally due to vaccine
preventable diseases (VPDS) Global vaccination
services had good coverage during 2022 yet 20.5
million children are still missing their life saving
vaccines." Establishing a dedicated vaccination clinic
especially in the private institutions could be one
solution to further improve childhood as well as adult
vaccination coverage. A dedicated vaccination clinic
or centre is a specified premises within the
institution for strict adherence to the “Rights” to be
observed while administering vaccines to individuals
for conferring both specific and extra-specific
protection, to promote both innate and adaptive
immunity for building strong population immunity.
These clinics play a crucial role in public health
efforts to control / eliminate / eradicate vaccine
preventable diseases [VPDs]. They also provide a
centralized and organized location for quality
vaccination services. Their impact extends beyond
individual health, contributing to the well-being of
societies and global health efforts.

Key features of dedicated vaccination clinic:*”

e Vaccine administration: The primary function of a
dedicated vaccination clinic is to administer
vaccines to the beneficiaries from new born to

geriatricage [life cycle approach]

e Vaccine procurement from the attached planning
unit & storage in the proper cold chain: Proper
storage of vaccines is crucial to maintain their
effectiveness. These clinics are equipped with the
necessary refrigeration and storage facilities to

keep vaccines at the correct temperature.

Health education: As these clinics are staffed with
knowledgeable trained personnel, beneficiaries
can elucidate their vaccination related queries
and have a smooth uneventful vaccination
experience. Appropriate health education and
counselling regarding importance of vaccination
and the expected Adverse-events will be provided
by the staff. In teaching institutions, it is the nodal
point for rolling out competent and confident
health care service providers from nursing
students to post graduate Medical Students
through training & education.

Accessibility: Apart from clinics at the facilities,
EXCLUSIVE vaccination clinics can also be
strategically located in easily accessible areas
especially during public health emergencies (e.g-
COVID-19 pandemic).

Monitoring and Reporting: After vaccination,
vaccinees will be observed for a short period of
time to detect any immediate Adverse Events
Following Immunization [AEFI]. AEFI if occurs;
institution will follow AEFI protocol.
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Need for a Dedicated Vaccination Clinic at Medical College...

Medical college and dedicated vaccination
clinics:

Whether every medical college should have a
dedicated vaccination clinic depends on Several
factors.

e Resource Availability:" By default, teaching
institutions have to mandatorily shoulder the
responsibility of rolling-out competent and
confident health care service providers. It
necessitates proper premises, training materials
[RI Handbook for MO's, COVID vaccination
guidelines], exclusively trained staff, proper
infrastructure and vaccine storage facilities. A
medical college should assess its ability to allocate
resources to supportsuch a clinic effectively.

Regulatory and Licensing Requirements:"™
Medical colleges that meet the prescribed
standards of local and national healthcare
regulations can operate the vaccination clinic.

- Institutes Educational Objectives:" Having a
dedicated vaccination clinic in Medical College
campus can be beneficial for practical training and
hands-on experience in vaccine administration
and immunization programs.

Community engagement:” For any medical
college with a vision to serve the under served
populations, to identify the healthcare needs in its
locality and having a desire to be closely
integrated with the local community, having a
dedicated vaccination clinic can serve as a
valuable asset.

Areas of interest: Dedicated vaccination clinic
will provide abundant opportunity for operational
research and original research provides needy
evidences for making relevant policies.

Benefits/impact of dedicated vaccination clinic:

e Routine Vaccination Services sustainably enhance

“National Immunization coverage.”"

e Disease prevention thus reducing hospitalization

and treatment expenses
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e Timely response to outbreaks/emergency

preparedness

Increased training for healthcare personnel in
vaccination

AEFI surveillance

e Health education and counselling for the needy

e Propervaccine storage

Barriers in establishing a dedicated vaccination
clinic:
e Vaccine hesitancy in the community due to

cultural barriers"

Location of the vaccination clinic itself can serve
asabarrier

Limited resources - shortage of trained health

personnel or shortage in vaccine supply™”

Costofvaccination

Addressing these barriers requires a multifaceted
approach that includes public health campaigns,
community engagement, improved healthcare
infrastructure and efforts to build trust in healthcare
systems. Effective communication and collaboration
among healthcare providers, public health agencies,
and communities are essential to overcoming these
challengesand promoting vaccination.

Recommendation:

Problems in setting up a dedicated vaccination
clinic should be identified by establishing an
exclusive Extended Supportive Supervision system
for a sustained revolution through regular visits to
both private and public sectors and solution to be
reinforced through regular periodic continued
medical education workshops, supporting
operational research for simplification and by
providing timely feedback and feed forward
information.
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